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VFW Post 261 

10550 Pendleton Pike 
Indianapolis, IN 46236 

317-823-0481 
 

November – December 2008 
 
Commander: Randy Cordero  President: Rhonda Smith 

Senior Vice: Joe Harter   Senior Vice: Jessica Smith 
Junior Vice: Cordia Masten  Junior Vice: Donna Poindexter 
Quartermaster: Milton Cooper  Treasurer: Maxine Scott 
Adjutant: Bruce Swenson   Chaplain: Linda Warner 
Chaplain: George Owens  Conductress: Shirley Booth 
Judge Advocate: Jim Smith  Secretary: Constance Gruner 
Surgeon: Merle Ritter   Guard: Carolyn Duncan 
Trustee #1: Richard Bower   Trustee #1: Jessica Smith 
Trustee #2: Bill Edwards   Trustee #2: Donna Poindexter 
Trustee #3: Lee Bell    Trustee #3: Tonie Cordero 
1

st
 year House: Mike Haeberle      

2
nd

 year House: Brady Huggins  ATTEND A MEETING! See what  
3

rd
 year House: Charles House  goes on, make a new friend, 

Service Officer: unfilled          rekindle old friendships and  
       above all participate! 

 

FROM THE COMMANDER:  Comrades and Sisters, The 
holidays are almost upon us with thoughts of family, friends 
and togetherness. At this time of the year let us also turn our 
thoughts to our fellow comrades who served and are 
currently serving their country both here and abroad.  
November 11

th
 will be celebrated with a parade and 

ceremony in Indianapolis.  
 
There is also a veterans luncheon being held on November 
10

th
 from 11:00 hrs. to 14:00 hrs.  This is free and provided by 

the Post and Ladies Auxiliary.  The Canteen Grill will be closed 
for this day only. 
 
Check the calendar for other events and activities, then stick 
it somewhere you will see it regularly. 
 
Finally, two things: Thanks to Comrade Dick Braun who 
volunteered his time to doing the newsletter.  He also 
Is the “unofficial” photographer for the Post, and partly 
responsible for the electronic “Picture Frame”.  Thanks Dick. 
 
To all my Comrades and Sisters, Happy Thanksgiving and 
Merry Christmas.  Randy 
 
BAR MANAGER:   Here are some noteworthy dates for you to 
remember:  Tuesday November 4

th
 — Election Day, Post will 

open at 6PM. Thursday November 6
th

 — Spaghetti Supper 
5PM until 7PM.  Monday November 10

th
 — Veterans Day 

Luncheon from 11AM until 2PM. We will be serving Salad, 
Beef Stew & Rolls.  Free to Veterans and Members of any 
Post.  $3.00 per plate for non-members — the kitchen will be 
closed on that day.  Friday November 21

st
 — Thanksgiving 

Dinner Pitch-in. The Post will provide turkey, mashed 
potatoes, and green beans — we ask that our members bring 
a dish if possible.  Members are free and non-members are 
$5.00.  Serving starts at 5PM and lasts until it’s gone.  
Thursday November 27

th
 — Post CLOSED.  Thursday 

December 4
th

 — Spaghetti Supper 5PM until 7PM.  
Wednesday December 24

th
 — Christmas Eve, Post will be 

serving FREE ham and beans with corn bread from noon until 
it’s gone — the kitchen will be closed on that day. Thursday 
December 25

th
 — Christmas day the Post will be closed. 

A BIG THANK YOU!!! To our new member Ray Coon for 
donating his time to paint our flag and VFW lettering on the 
side of our building.  Again, THANK YOU!!!   Neece 
 
 
FROM THE AUXILIARY PRESIDENT:   A Special Thank You to 
those who have paid their membership dues (and thanks to 

our life members as well)!  To those who still have yet to pay, 
please send as soon as possible.  Welcome to our Auxiliary, 
Sandra Johnson! 

Our Bakeless Bake Sale is going well and thank you to those 
who have donated. 

Our next VA Hospital Visit will be November 19
th

.   We will be 
passing our care packages to the veterans.   This is a great 
opportunity for you to visit with the patients and see the 
newly renovated units.  If you would like to join us, please call 
Jessica Smith at 317-485-6683, or myself at 765-720-5273, for 
a ride. 

Children’s Christmas Party will be December 13
th

 at the Post 
from 1:00- 3:00 PM.  Cookies and punch will be provided as 
well as a gift from Santa for member’s children or 
grandchildren through age 10.  Please sign up in the canteen 
by December 5

th
 and remember to bring a canned good 

donation for each child.  

May God Bless and Keep You.   Loyally, Rhonda  

!¦·L[L!w¸ /I!t[!LbΩ{ /hwb9wΥ Our sympathies are 
extended to Conni Gruner in the loss of her brother.  May 
God comfort you in your time of sorrow.  Our thoughts and 
prayers for a speedy recovery are wished for Suzy Burns, Judy 
Dowdy, Chris Huggins, Lil Jines, Donna Poindexter and any 
others who may be ill.   Please call me at 823-1234 for 
notification of an illness or loss of an Auxiliary Member.   May 
God bless and keep each and everyone of you!  Thank you to 
all our veterans as this 2008 Veteran’s Day approaches.  
Peace, prayers and a safe return to all our troops.   Sincerely, 
Linda 

AUXILIARY CHRISTMAS PARTY: Ladies, our Christmas Dinner 
will be held at Lone Star Restaurant, in the Alamo Room, 
10087 East Washington Street on Monday, December 8

th
.  

Cocktails start at 6PM with dinner beginning at 7PM.  You 
order off the menu and have separate checks with an 18% 
gratuity included.  You are welcome to bring a guest and need 
to sign up in the canteen by December 5

th
.  Please join us – 

we have a good time!! 

BIRTHDAYS:  Column moved to calendar. 
 
ANNIVERSARIES:   Column moved to calendar. 
 
TAPS:  Life Member Robert Land 9/8/2008 Sebring FL  
 

POST HOURS OF OPERATION: 
The Post opens at 10:30 am 
Monday ς Friday and at 2:00 
pm on Saturday.  Kitchen hours 
are 11:00 am ς 1:00 pm 
Monday ς Friday.  The Post will 
close when there are not 
enough customers to warrant 
staying open or not later than 
1:00 am.  If you plan to stop by 
in the evening, please call 
ahead 317-823-0481 to verify 
that we are open.   

 



Page 2 of 3 
 

WELCOME:  New Post members this period are: Warren 
Dayreuther; Cordia Masten; Remus Coon; Robert Hope; 
Dennis Lewandowski, John Garvey and Aaron Pullen.   
New Auxiliary member this period is: Sandra Johnson. 
 
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: A huge THANK YOU to Brady 
Huggins for his outstanding efforts in producing the Post 
newsletter!  Starting with this issue, Dick Braun is taking over 
this function.  Please submit all articles and recommendations 
to him.  Deadline for submissions to the next newsletter is 
December 15

th
. Submissions may be mailed to Dick Braun, 

5339 Hedgerow Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46226, emailed to 
dbraun@msbservices.com or leave them at the Canteen and I 
will pick them up. 
 
NEED TO KNOW:  Mark your calendars now! The next Post 
business meetings will be November 17

th
 and December 15

th
.  

The next Auxiliary meetings will be November 10
th

 and 
December 8

th
. Come out and support your post by attending 

the appropriate meeting.  We need your input. 
 
Ever thought about becoming more active in your Post and 
did not know where or how to start?  Contact Randy Cordero 
about assisting on a committee or being nominated to 
become an officer of the Post. He will be very happy to hear 
from you and will explain how you can help.  Don’t have any 
time you say, well it doesn’t take a lot of time when you are 
sharing the load with others and the comradeship will give 
you more back than you put in.  VOLENTEER TODAY your Post 
needs YOU! 
 
ARE YOU COMPUTER SAVVY? Get this newsletter by email 
instead of on paper.  You will get it quicker and can save it for 
referral without having the paper lying around. Send a 
request to dbraun@msbservices.com to be added to the Post 
email list. VFW Talk Radio: Stay informed about military and 
veterans issues.  The National Defense, VFW's talk radio 
show, hosted by Jerry Newberry, is informative, entertaining 
and hard-hitting. Listen online 24/7 at Townhall.com.  Want 
to include it in your RSS or Podcasts feeds? Click here.  If you 
received this newsletter via email, you are able to “click here” 
to setup the feeds. Otherwise you will have to enter the 
following address into your browsers address window: 
http:/www.townhall.com/talkradio/podcast.aspx?radioShowI
d=14   You never know what you're missing, until you're 
listening! 
 
TECHNOLOGY CORNER: Here I will try to talk about some 
technology issues that you may be interested in. I hope that 
you will find it helpful.  This issue is Really Simple Syndication 
What is RSS? 
Really Simple Syndication (RSS) is a lightweight XML format 
designed for sharing text and other Web content.  
It is used by computer programs that organize headlines and 
other content for easy reading and is a good way to learn of 
new, updated and changed content. 
What do I need? 
RSS/News Aggregators (also called Readers) will download 
and display RSS feeds for you. A number of free and 
commercial News Aggregators are available for download.  
How do I get a news reader? 
There is a range of different news readers available and new 
versions are appearing all the time. Different news readers 
work on different operating systems, so you will need to 
choose one that will work with your computer. A list of 
readers can be found here. 
What is the URL for the RSS feed? 
http://www.vfw.org/rss/vfwfeed.xml 
 
How do I subscribe to a feed? 
Most readers allow you to simply copy the URL of the feed 
into your RSS news reader.  You can also add our feed to your 
Yahoo!, Google or AOL reader by clicking the appropriate 
button below. 

 
VFW SALUTES PASSAGE OF 2009 VA BUDGET: 
http://www.vfw.org/— WASHINGTON, Oct. 1, 2008--The 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. is saluting the 110th 
Congress for providing $50.2 billion in discretionary funding 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs fiscal year 2009 
budget. 
 
As part of the $634 billion Continuing Resolution signed by 
President Bush yesterday, VA discretionary funding is 
increased $4.5 billion over last year, which meets 
Independent Budget recommendations for healthcare 
funding. The Independent Budget is a detailed analysis of VA 
operations that the VFW has co-authored for the past 22 
years with AMVETS, Disabled American Veterans and the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America. 
 
VA budget highlights include $3.8 billion for mental 
healthcare, $584 million for substance abuse programs, $510 
million for medical and prosthetic research, $250 million to 
improve access for veterans in rural areas, and additional 
funding for homeless grants, the hiring of 2,000 additional 
claims adjudicators, and to raise the mileage reimbursement 
rate from 28.5 to 41.5 cents per mile. 
 
“We are very grateful to the president and to congressional 
leadership for keeping to their pledge to take care of our 
veterans,” said VFW National Commander Glen Gardner, a 
Vietnam veteran from Round Rock, Texas. “And we hope the 
delivery of an on-time budget is the start of a trend that will 
continue into the next administration and Congress.” 
 
VFW PUBLICATIONS: Across the country, VFW members are 
taking advantage of VFW publications that pay tribute to the 
sacrifices made by Americans in uniform. Besides honoring 
the service of various war veterans, the publications are 
designed to be used as reference tools in educating young 
Americans about the commitment made in America's wars. 
 
Ideally, VFW members can purchase the books and donate 
them to teachers, who in turn can use them as instructional 
materials in the classroom. Likewise, because the books are 
one-of-a-kind references, local libraries can further make 
them available to the general public.  
 
If you need tips or ideas for programs to present to students, 
order the VFW Program Department's Veterans in the 
Classroom How-To Guide by calling (816) 756-3390, ext. 287. 
 
DID YOU KNOW: The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States, with its Auxiliaries, includes 2.2 million members in 
approximately 8,100 Posts worldwide.  Annually, VFW 
members and its Auxiliary contribute more than 13 million 
hours of volunteerism in the community, including 
participation in Make A Difference Day and National 
Volunteer Week. From providing $2.5 million in college 
scholarships to high school students every year to 
encouraging elevation of the Veterans Administration to the 
president's cabinet, the VFW is there--honoring the dead by 
helping the living. 
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