Commander: Randy Cordero

Senior Vice: Joe Harter
Junior Vice: unfilled

Quartermaster: Dick Braun, pro-tem

Adjutant: Bruce Swenson
Chaplain: Cordia Masten
Judge Advocate: Jim Smith
Surgeon: Merle Ritter

Trustee #1: Richard Bower
Trustee #2: Bill Edwards
Trustee #3: Lee Bell

1% year House: Mike Haeberle
2" year House: Brady Huggins
3" year House: Charles House
Service Officer: Brady Huggins

VFW Post 261

10550 Pendleton Pike
Indianapolis, IN 46236
317-823-0481

January - February 2009

POST HOURS OF OPERATION:
The Post opens at 10:30
am Monday — Friday and
at 2:00 pm on Saturday.
Kitchen hours are 11:00
am —1:00 pm Monday -
Friday. The Post will close
when there are not
enough customers to
warrant staying open or
not later than 1:00 am. If
you plan to stop by in the
evening, please call ahead
317-823-0481 to verify
that we are open.

President: Rhonda Smith

Senior Vice: Jessica Smith
Junior Vice: Donna Poindexter
Treasurer: Maxine Scott
Chaplain: Linda Warner
Conductress: Shirley Booth
Secretary: Constance Gruner
Guard: Carolyn Duncan
Trustee #1: Jessica Smith
Trustee #2: Donna Poindexter
Trustee #3: Tonie Cordero

ATTEND A MEETING! See
what goes on, make a new
friend, rekindle old
friendships, and

FROM THE COMMANDER » My Comrades and
sisters. | hope your Christmas was Blessed and
filled with joy. We now start a new year, and some
of us even make resolutions and actually fulfill
them. SO! With that in mind, let us resolve to make
2009 a year of growth for the post and look to
getting “back” to our roots of service to our fellow
veterans and our community. | would like to set up
a meeting for the first week of January with our
Auxiliary and set up some hard plans for the rest of
the year. Please look at your calendars in your
newsletters or call the post at 317-823-0481 for
information on upcoming activities.

There will be elections held at our January meeting
(19 January) to elect a new Junior Vice
Commander. | would like to congratulate our new
Post Chaplain, Comrade Cordia Masten. Also,
effective 1 January, Comrade Dick Braun is
appointed pro tempore Quartermaster due to
Comrade Cooper’s infirmity. Lastly, | would like to
notify everyone that the 11" District meeting will
be held at our post at 1030 hours on 17 January,
2009. Yours in comradeship, Randy

FROM THE AUXILIARY PRESIDENT » | hope
each of you enjoyed your holiday season! Best
wishes to you & yours in 2009 !

The Aux. breakfasts will resume every 2nd & 4th
Saturday from 8-10. Please let the ladies know you
appreciate them!

The bake-less bake sale collected $275. Thank You!
We are still lacking 12 on membership dues. The
children’s Christmas Party was canceled! NO! It
wasn't the weather!!! There were less than 10
children signed up. Attendance at meetings is
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above all, participate!

usually less than 10. | understand these events
may SEEM trivial on occasion. | believe they are an
opportunity, however small, to bring a greater
glory to our cause! | enjoy observing children at
these type of things. They always head straight to
the flags and if they are not stopped from touching
it, they always smile great big as their little arms try
to make it wave! Have you noticed that when a
child has to be carried about, they want to look at
the photographs with you? Do you notice that
they try to find a familiar face? Older kids are
anxious to lend a helping hand! Patriotism.
Perseverance. Curious to learn. Eager to help.
Sisters and Comrades, are these not the traits we
strive to develop in our members?

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths
straight. PROVERBS 3:5-6 With love and loyalty,
Rhonda

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN’S CORNER » We extend our
deepest sympathies to the families of our beloved
sisters, Suzy Burns and Lil Jines. Their dedication to
our Auxiliary and friendship will be sorely missed.
May God comfort you in your time of sorrow.
Please call me at 823-1234 for notification of an
iliness or loss of an Auxiliary Member. May God
bless and keep each and everyone of you! Peace,
prayers and a safe return to all our troops. Wishing
everyone a healthy and prosperous 2009!!
Sincerely, Linda



Auxiliary Christmas Party » Thank you to all the
ladies who attended our dinner party. A good time
was had by all.

TAPS » Life Member Woodrow Dickerson 18"
June, 2008; Life Member James Richardson 7t
October, 2008; Auxiliary Member Suzy Burns 10"
November, 2008; Lil Jines 22" November, 2008

NEED TO KNOW » Mark your calendars now! The
next Post business meetings will be held at 7:00 PM
on January 19" and February 16™. The next
Auxiliary meetings will be held at 7:00 PM on
January 12" and February 9". Come out and
support your post by attending the appropriate
meeting. We need your input. District meetings
will be held at 10:30 AM on January 17" at Post
261 and March 21 at Post 2999. Support your post
by attending the district meetings.

GET INVOLVED » We need you! Contact Brady
Huggins about assisting on a committee. He will be
very happy to hear from you and will explain how
you can help. Don’t have any time you say, well it
doesn’t take a lot of time when you are sharing the
load with others and the comradeship will give you
more back than you put in. VOLENTEER TODAY
your Post needs YOU!

THANK YOU » How about a BIG THANK YOU to all
the unpaid volunteers that keep the post humming
along. Next time you visit the Post and spot a
member of any committee, don’t hesitate! Walk up
and thank him or her!

Computer savvy? » Get this newsletter by email
instead of on paper. You will get it quicker and can
save it for referral without having the paper lying
around. To be added to the Post email list send
your request to dbraun@msbservices.com

Deadline for submissions to the next newsletter is
February 15™. Submissions may be mailed to Dick
Braun, 5339 Hedgerow Drive, Indianapolis, IN
46226, emailed to dbraun@msbservices.com or
leave them at the Canteen and I will pick them up.

WELCOME » New Post members this period are:
NONE. New Auxiliary members this period are:
NONE.

VA to Provide Payments to Eligible Surviving
Spouses — courtesy of: http://www.vfw.org/

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18, 260®e Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced immediate
actions to quickly identify and pay surviving
spouses who are eligible to receive a one-time
compensation or pension payment for the month
of the veteran’s death.

“This benefit payment is long overdue to many of
our beneficiaries,” said Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Dr. James B. Peake. “In these difficult
economic times, it is imperative that we take
aggressive action to fix this situation for the
families of our veterans.”
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Problems in VA’s implementation of a change in
law that was effective in 1997 resulted in some
surviving spouses not receiving the veteran’s
compensation or pension payment for the month
of death. This problem was recently brought to
VA’s attention by Sen. Daniel K. Akaka, chairman of
the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

Peake immediately directed the formation of a
special task force to identify and pay the
beneficiaries who never received the benefit or
were inadvertently required to repay the money
issued for the month of a veteran’s death.

Surviving spouses most likely to be affected by this
processing problem are those who never applied to
VA for survivors’ benefits following the death of a
veteran.

The task force is in the process of reviewing VA's
payment records for veterans who died after
December 31, 1996, and who are survived by a
spouse. The review will identify those to whom VA
owes retroactive benefits for the month of the
veteran’s death. Current address information is
being obtained for as many of these beneficiaries
as possible.

VA will begin issuing retroactive payments to
eligible surviving spouses at the end of this month.
Payments will continue to be issued as additional
unpaid beneficiaries are identified and VA is able to
obtain current address information.

Because there are deceased veterans for whom VA
does not have marital status information, a special
Survivors’ Call Center has been established for
spouses who believe they may be entitled to this
retroactive month-of-death benefit.

Surviving spouses are encouraged to contact the
Survivors’ Call Center at the toll-free telephone
number, 1-800-749-8387. Call center agents will
assist surviving spouses in providing VA with the
information needed to determine their eligibility.

The Call Center is open Monday through Friday
from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm central standard time.
Inquiries may also be submitted via the Internet at
http://www.vba.va.gov/survivorsbenefit.htm

VA is aggressively changing its processing
procedures to ensure this benefit is correctly paid
to all surviving spouses in the future. VA's disability
payment system will also be enhanced to automate
the month-of-death payment for all eligible
surviving spouses.
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